


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
      
 

 

 

Written as per the Textbook prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and 
Curriculum Research, Pune. 

Name: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

School: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Standard: ------------------- Division: -------------------  Roll No.: -------------------- 

STD. VIII
WORKBOOK 
MY ENGLISH 

Salient Features 

• Extract based format covering different types of questions  
• Covers wide variety of questions as per the textbook and CCE (Continuous and Comprehensive

Evaluation) pattern 
•   Covers Textual and In-text (modified at places to suit the activity based format) along-with

additional questions 
• ‘Glossary’ and ‘Warming up!’ sections for chapters and poems 
•  keÀefJeles®ee DeLe&  for poems   
• Oral Work to enhance the ability to express and speak 
• Language Study (Grammar + Vocabulary), Writing Skills, Study skills, Projects to stimulate thinking

and language acquisition 
• Covers Unseen Passages for Comprehension and Summary Writing  
• Ample space has been provided for the students to write the answers  

Printed at: Print to Print, Mumbai 

 

©  Lazy Bone Education 
 No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, C.D. ROM/Audio Video Cassettes or electronic, mechanical

including photocopying; recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without permission in writing from the Publisher. 

P.O. No. 10939Balbharati Registration No.: 2022MH0007 TEID: 3298

Sample Content



  
 

 
Target’s ‘My English Workbook: Std. VIII’ provides complete and thorough practice to students. The book makes 
learning easy for students by segregating chapters and poems into extracts which extensively cover all type of 
questions as per the CCE paper pattern. The goal of this book is to give practice to the students and to help 
them understand the text better.  
‘Glossary’ and ‘Warming Up!’ sections has been included for all the chapters and poems. keÀefJeles®ee DeLe&  
(Poem meaning) have been provided to help the student comprehensively understand the poem. Summative 
Assessment includes a variety of questions based on the chapters. It also includes ‘Integrated questions’ 
(based on the entire text) for better understanding of the lesson or poem and ‘Language Study’ which aims to 
enhance the language skill of the students.  
The Formative Assessment includes Oral work, Study Skills, Writing Activities along-with Project Work. All the 
chapters and poems have been covered extensively through the medium of wide variety of questions and 
activities. Unseen Passages for comprehension along with Summary Writing is provided to give the students 
the necessary practise. Ample space has been provided to write the answers. To foster thoughtful and 
nuanced responses from students, Open-Ended/ Personal Response Questions have been provided with 
Keywords aimed at guiding and supporting the students’ writing process.   
We hope this book turns out to be a guiding light for the students of Std. VIII and helps them to prepare for 
their examination.  
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures and near misses. If you think we’ve 
nearly missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org  
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops.   

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
 
Publisher 
Edition: First 
                    

Disclaimer 
 
This reference book is transformative work based on ‘Std. VIII My English Book; Fourth Reprint: 2022’ published by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production 
and Curriculum Research, Pune. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and 
elaborating, with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and reproduce the same in examinations. 
 
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has 
been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or 
damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the reference 
book.  
 
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors. 
 
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of 
students.    
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*1. In spoken English, we often use contracted forms as: 
  

Full form Contracted form 
I am busy. I’m busy. 
They are tired. They’re tired. 
He is not coming. He isn’t coming. (OR) He’s not coming. 
You will like it. You’ll like it. 
She will not like it. She won’t like it. 
We had been for a trip. We’d been for a trip. 
It must not happen again. It mustn’t happen again. 
That would be fine. That’d be fine. 
Do you not like it? Don’t you like it? 

 
*2. Fill in the gaps in the table below.  
 

Contracted form Full form 

Let’s -------------------------------------------  
Shan’t -------------------------------------------  

-------------------------------------------  
They have 

-------------------------------------------  
Were not 

We’re -------------------------------------------  

-------------------------------------------  
Cannot 

-------------------------------------------  
Where is 

What’re -------------------------------------------  
There’s -------------------------------------------   

Introductory Activities 
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Word Meaning 
crew (n) sailors who work on a ship 

(penepeeJej keÀece keÀjCeejs KeueeMeer) 
lesser (adj) unimportant (keÀceer cenllJee®es) 
liveliest (adj) full of energy (Glmeeneves Yeejuesues) 
muskie and 
bass (n) 

names of fish (ceeMeeb®eer veeJes) 

pine (n) an evergreen tree with needle like 
leaves and cone shaped 
appearance (MebketÀmeejKee efomeCeeje SkeÀ 
metef®eHeCeea meoenefjle Je=#e) 

Word Meaning 
rill (n) a stream (DeesnesU, ueneve Dees{e) 
scrub (n) here, an area covered with small, 

low plants (³esLes, ueneve Pee[ePeg[Heebveer 
J³eeHeuesuee Yeeie) 

trail (n)  a narrow path (HeeTueJeeì) 
valley (n) an elongated depression between 

mountain ranges with a stream or 
river flowing through it (ojer) 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Note: i. Textual questions are represented by * mark ii. In-text questions are represented by # mark 
 iii. Modified textual questions are represented by ♣ mark    
 
  
    

*1. Have you got a prize in any competition? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
*2. How did you feel at that time? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Glossary 

Warming Up! 
 

Chit-Chat 

  1.1 Be The Best 
 

Unit 1 

keÀefJeles®ee DeLe& 

‘Be the Best’ ner keÀJeer [iueme ce@uee@keÀ (Douglas Malloch) ³eeb®eer ÒesjCeeoe³eer keÀefJelee Deens. keÀJeer cnCelees, keÀer DeeHeCe keÀesCelesner keÀece 
SkeÀªHe nesTve Je SkeÀefve<þsves kesÀu³eeme DeeHeues peerJeve Deeveboeves Yeªve peeF&ue. keÀJeer cnCelees, keÀer keÀecee®ee Glke=À<ì opee& ns Deeveboe®es jnm³e 
Deens, ceie les keÀece keÀesCelesner Demees! legcner keÀesþs Deenele DeeefCe keÀe³e keÀjle Deenele, ns þjJeCes legce®³ee neleele veener, ns keÀJeer efvemeiee&leerue 
efJeefJeOe GoenjCes osTve þeceHeCes meebiele Deens. keÀJeer Heg{s cnCelees, keÀer DeeHeu³eeuee vescetve efouesues keÀece DeeHeu³eeleerue meJeex®®e iegCeJellesmen HetCe& 
keÀjCes SJe{s®e DeeHeu³ee neleer Deens. DeeHeu³eeHewkeÀer Òel³eskeÀpeCe Dee³eg<³eeceO³es meJeex®®e mLeeveer Heesnes®et MekeÀCeej veener. DeeHeu³eeHewkeÀer keÀenerpeCeebvee 
Demes keÀe³e& keÀjeJes ueeiesue pes Flejeb®³ee ¢<ìerves keÀceer cenllJee®es Demesue; HeCe lejerosKeerue DeeHeCe DeeHeu³ee keÀeceeletve DeeHeues JesieUsHeCe oeKeJetve efoues 
Heeefnpes. keÀesCelesner keÀece keÀceer opee&®es vemeles. keÀecee®ee opee& ne l³ee®³ee Glke=À<ìlesJej DeJeuebyetve Demelees. keÀece opes&oej yeveJeC³eemeeþer DeeHeues 
³eesieoeve Je HeefjÞece cenllJee®es Demeleele. Demee mebosMe  keÀJeer DeeHeu³eeuee ³ee keÀefJelesletve oslees. 
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best 
  

*3. Have you ever failed in your efforts? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

*4. Do you think we should accept success as well as failure? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

*5. What will be your reaction if you are not selected in a team? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

*1. Read aloud the following sets of words. 
i. river, stream, sea, ocean  ii. hill, stone, mountain, rock 
iii. plant, sapling, tree, seed  iv. child, adult, baby, youth 
 

*2. Rearrange each of the above sets of words according to the increasing order of their size / growth. 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

*3. In your pre-primary classes, you must have learnt the story of ‘The Lion and the Mouse.’ Read it in 
English and fill in the gaps using the words given in the box: 

 A lion was sleeping in a ------------- A mouse started playing on him. The lion got up -------------. He 

caught the mouse and was ready to ------------- it. The ------------- begged the lion to leave it and said 

that someday it would --------------- the lion. The lion --------------- and let it go. One day the lion was 

---------------- in a net set up by hunters. He ----------------- loudly as he tried too hard to escape. The 

mouse -------------- the lion and came. It --------------- up the net with its sharp teeth and set the lion 

------------------------------.   

 (help, angrily, caught, forest, mouse, kill, roared, free, chewed, heard, laughed) 

Moral of the story: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Let’s Begin 
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Std. VIII: My English Workbook 
 
  
 
Read the following extracts from your textbook and answer the following questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Name the following. 

i. The tree that grows on top of the hill. --------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ii. What one must be, if one cannot be a tree.   -------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  
    

♣1. State whether the following statements are true or false. Correct the False statements.  
i. A scrub is found at the top of the hill.  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
ii. A bit of grass can make the highway happier.  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
#2. What is the main difference between a pine tree and a scrub? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
#3. What do people like to see along the highway? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
  

*1. Find and write the pairs of rhyming words from the extract. 

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
2. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech in the following lines from the extract. 
i. “If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill,”  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
ii. “Be a scrub in the valley – but be”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
iii. “The best little scrub by the side of the rill;”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A1.  Simple Factual 

Extract I 

A2.  Complex Factual 

A3.  Vocabulary/Poetic Devices 

Summative Assessment 

[“Be The Best …………..................................................................................................................…………… in the lake!”] 
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best 
 

iv. “Be a bush if you can’t be a tree.”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
v. “If you can’t be a bush be a bit of the grass,”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
vi. “If you can’t be a muskie, then just be a bass–”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
   
1. Complete the following sentences by choosing the correct alternatives. 

i. If you can’t be a highway – ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 A. be the skyway B. don’t be anything at all C. just give up  D. be a trail  
ii. If you can’t be the sun – -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 A. Be the Universe B. Be a star  C. Be nothing at all D. Be a moon 
 
 
 
 
    

♣1. State whether the following statements are True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. All must be the Captains of the teams.  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
ii. We win or fail depending upon size or position.  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
iii. If your work is not important, don’t do it.  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

A1.  Simple Factual 

Extract II 

A2.  Complex Factual 

[“We can’t all ………………………..……………………………………………………… whatever you are!”] 
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Std. VIII: My English Workbook 

iv. Whatever job you have, do your best.  

Ans: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
#2. What is the message given at the end of the poem? 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      
♣1. Give the rhyming words in the extract. 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
2. Identify and explain the Figures of Speech in the following lines from the extract.  
i. “We can’t all be captains, we’ve got to be crew,” 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
ii. “There’s big work to do, and there’s lesser to do,” 

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
iii. “It isn’t by size that you win or you fail –”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
iv. “Be the best of whatever you are!”  

Ans: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
   

*1. Write an appreciation of the poem with the help of the points given below. 

i. The title of the poem is ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ii. The poem is written by ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A3.  Vocabulary/Poetic Devices 

Appreciation of the Poem 
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Chapter 1.1: Be The Best 

iii. The poem has ------------------------------ stanzas. Each stanza has ------------------------------ lines.

iv. The lines that rhyme in each stanza, are ------------------------------------------------------------------.

v. The poet compares big things with -----------------------------------------------------------------------. 

vi. --------------------------------------------------------------------- is a repeated expression in the poem.

vii. The line − I shall always remember is ----------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

*1. Read the words / names given below. Put the big-sized / bigger ones in the big circle and the smaller
ones in the small circle. 
(muskie, tree, pine, lake, bass, bush, highway, scrub, rill, sun, star, trail) 

*2. Complete the following with appropriate words / phrases from the poem.
(First one is done for you) 

i. If you can’t be a pine, be a scrub.

ii. If you can’t be a tree, -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

iii. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, be a bass.

iv. If you can’t be a captain, ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

v. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, be a trail.

vi. If you can’t be the sun, ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.

*1. Form groups of four. Read each stanza in the poem turn by turn.

*1. Read the given extract from the poem ‘Little Drops of Water.....’ by Julia Fletcher Carney. Learn it 
up. Set it to a tune and enjoy singing it. You may ask your teacher to help you.  

Integrated Questions (based on the entire text)

 

Oral work 

Project 

Teacher’s Remarks: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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